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Impacts of African Swine Fever on the Chinese Pig Industry and

Suggestions for the Prevention and Control of the Disease

QIU Hua—-ji
(Harbin Veterinary Research Institute, CAAS, Harbin 150069, China)

Abstract: African swine fever ( ASF) is a highly contagious, hemorrhagic pig disease caused by African swine
fever virus, with mortality up to 100%, and no commercial vaccine is available to prevent the disease. The first
outbreak of ASF in China occurred in Shenyang in early August, 2018, followed by 58 ASF cases in 14 provinces
in three months. Nearly 500,000 affected pigs were culled, resulting in direct economic losses of several billion
RMB yuan and causing a huge burden to the Chinese pig industry. In the face of the unprecedented outbreaks of
ASF, the Chinese government responded quickly and effectively in spite of various challenges and difficulties. This
article summarizes the epidemic situation of ASF and its impacts on related industries in China, lists the keys and
difficulties for the prevention and control of ASF, and gives some suggestions and countermeasures to control ASF
in China.
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